
 
 

LEARNING 
 

Online Reading Group: Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse  
with Dr. Gregory Baer, Professor of German at Carthage College 

Wednesday evenings June 24, July 1, 8, 15  +  7:00-8:00 in your favorite chair 
 

In 1946, Hermann Hesse was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. At the award 
ceremony in Stockholm, Sigurd Curman, President of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
remarked on Hesse's ability to use literature to battle the nefarious ideas that infected 
much of the world and led to a world war: “Hermann Hesse has carried on his battle against 
these microbes of the soul in the field of literature. He has endeavored, in his stylistically exquisite 
poems and stories, to show us the way to rise out of this slough. He shouts to all of us … 'advance, 
mount higher, conquer yourself!' For to be human is to suffer an incurable duality, to be drawn 
toward both good and evil. And we can achieve harmony and peace only when we have killed the 
selfishness within us. This is Hesse’s message to the people of a ravaged age…." What messages 
do Hesse's writings have for us in our ravaged age? 
 

Hesse's novel, Siddhartha, tells the story of a Brahmin’s son who explores intellectualism, 
aestheticism, discipleship, lust, wealth, and human connections as he seeks to overcome 
selfishness and find deep and lasting satisfaction and enlightenment. We will read this 
novel together and discuss—drawing on Siddhartha and Hesse—the roles these topics 
play in our modern lives as we seek to be people of faith exploring the ambiguities of 
modern life and discerning the responsibilities and opportunities to which God calls us 
in each new day. 
 

This reading group will meet via “Zoom” for four Wednesday evenings from June 24 
through July 15, 7:00-8:00. A reading schedule, links to free online versions (text or audio) 
and Zoom access information will be provided to those who register in advance.  Sign up 
online here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BACA72BA1F85-online or 
contact Amy Penington in the church office (ipc@immanuelwi.org or 414-276-4757). 
 


