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Please read this before Sunday, May 31 
 

REFOCUSING  2020 
Plans for Summer 

 

We usually describe summer in terms of its duration and weather. 
It is always too late and too short; it is alternately hotter or cooler, 
wetter or drier.  This summer will be defined by the overall climate 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.  Here at Immanuel Church, there will be 
continuities and changes.  We will continue to worship, learn, and 
serve.  We will continue to care for one another and our community. 
Continuing all of that in faithfulness to the ethic of loving our 
neighbor as ourselves, promoting the well-being of all of our 
members and our community, calls for significant adaptions. 
 

The Session has been diligently monitoring the situation since the 
initial decision in March to suspend in-person worship and church 
activities.  Multiple sources of information have been consulted, 
from the CDC and State of Wisconsin phase-to-phase gating criteria 
to local and denominational guidelines specific to re-opening 
churches.*  The elders and ministers have studied these resources 
and listened to members via several virtual “coffee hours”; they have 
discussed, pondered, prayed.  The unanimous decision has been 
made to extend on-line worship at least through Labor Day 
weekend, and continue to develop plans for reopening the church 
building to all persons when that is determined to be safe and 
responsible.  
 

Please look over the summer plan below for worship, service, 
learning, and community life.  Dr. Block’s sermon this Sunday, May 
31, will address the faith issues involved in determining a return to 
public worship. There will be time for questions and comments at 
the online congregational meeting at 11:15. 
 
*These resources have all been posted on the Immanuel website for member’s 
information.  Go to www.immanuelwi.org.  
 

 

May 20, 2020 
 
 



 
May 20, 2020 
 
Pastoral Letter from the Immanuel Session: 
 

We work to stay connected in a time of separation.   
Presbyterians have always been a “connectional” church in our polity;  

congregations, presbyteries, synods, and the denomination all work together to be the church.   
Polity connects us, so does faith, so do our relationships to God and one another.   
This pastoral letter is our Session’s version of a message to all PCUSA churches.   

We join together in naming the challenges before us and voicing our hopes. 
 
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place” (Acts 2:1).  
So begins the account of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the church in the book of Acts.  
As we approach the day of Pentecost in the year 2020, we are aware that it will not be possible for the 
members of our congregation to be “all together in one place” this year.  While some restrictions are 
being lifted in some places and for some people, the ongoing threat of the Covid-19 global pandemic 
will require that we return to church in a way that is measured and mindful of the needs of everyone, 
including the most vulnerable among us.  
 
We give thanks, then, for the promise of our faith—that the Lord God will bless and keep us, the 
risen Christ is with us, and the Holy Spirit connects us with believers near and far.  We take comfort 
and inspiration from the example of the earliest believers, who “spent much time together in the 
temple” and “broke bread at home … with glad and generous hearts” (Acts 2:46).  As we anxiously track 
the news in these times—with numbers of new cases, numbers of persons who have died, and 
numbers of those who are recovering—we remember the good news of the gospel: “And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).  
 
Please know that the decisions about returning to public worship involve a careful process of 
discussion and discernment, an abundance of caution and concern for those who are most vulnerable, 
consideration of the best scientific knowledge at our disposal, prayer, and trust in the grace of Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  We may make mistakes along the 
way.  There will surely be awkward moments as we adjust to new protocols and practices.  There will 
be times of frustration, disappointment, and grief.  We will have countless opportunities to exercise 
the spiritual gifts of patience, kindness, gentleness, and self-control.  But there will also be blessings. 
There will be wonderful surprises, great celebrations, and moments of deep satisfaction. We will get 
to see glimpses of the new thing God is doing, even now.  We will have opportunities to savor the 
spiritual gifts of love, joy, peace, generosity, and faithfulness.  Let us be faithful, then—to God and to 
one another—as we receive the gifts and work through the challenges of this time in the life of our 
congregation and world.  Let us be guided by the Word, responsive to the Spirit, and open to the 
grace of God. Let us remember that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus. 
 

The Session of Immanuel Presbyterian Church 
Janet Christiaansen, David Crum, Leslie Davis, Marty Dooley, Kristi Leswing, Kate Lewis, Laurie Michalak, 

David Plank, Sue Rennane, Sharon Rose, Jim Schleif, Jeff Stearns 
Carol Tsao, Clerk 

Robert Ater, Susan Stoll 
Deborah Block, Moderator 

 
 



REFOCUSING 2020 
Summer Plans 

 
We are refocusing our summer plans, keeping in view our covenant commitments  

“To welcome all … Care for one another and serve others …  
To worship regularly, learn openly, give generously, (and) live together in the unity of the Spirit.” 

We are “transforming tradition.”  
 

 
WORSHIP 

 

On-line video, Sunday mornings at 10:00 
https://www.immanuelwi.org/recordings 

 “Gather” at the same time with other members and friends as a virtual congregation. 
Or, the video recording may be accessed at any time. 

 

Midday Prayer 
Wednesdays at noon 

Take a break + Lift your spirit! 
Join Rev. Stoll for a virtual Midday Prayer Service at noon, beginning June 3. 

“Zoom” access information will be emailed every Tuesday. 
 

Resources for at-home worship 
 

Glory to God hymnal 
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664503047/glory-to-god-red-pew-edition-

presbyterian.aspx?bCategory=PHYM  
 

Immanuel’s Pew Bible (NRSV) 
https://www.cokesbury.com/9781565634985-New-Revised-Standard-Version-Pew-

Bible?psri=8631827  
 

Book of Common Worship: Daily Prayer  
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780664503529-Book-of-Common-Worship--Daily-Prayer 

 

Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word, Year A 
https://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/0664237967/daily-feast.aspx  

 
SERVICE 

 

Caring for our community 
Although many of our local mission partners are not open to in-person volunteering at this time; 

the need for financial support continues.  Immanuel local mission partners include: 
Interchange Food Pantry, Cathedral Center Shelter, Eastside Senior Services, Habitat for Humanity 

For a full list of Immanuel’s 2020 local mission partners go to: https://www.immanuelwi.org/serve 
 

 



LEARNING 
 

Online Reading Group: Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse  
with Dr. Gregory Baer, Professor of German at Carthage College 

Wednesday evenings June 24, July 1, 8, 15  +  7:00-8:00 in your favorite chair 
 

In 1946, Hermann Hesse was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.  At the award ceremony in 
Stockholm, Sigurd Curman, President of the Royal Academy of Sciences, remarked on Hesse's ability 
to use literature to battle the nefarious ideas that infected much of the world and led to a world war: 
“Hermann Hesse has carried on his battle against these microbes of the soul in the field of literature. He has 
endeavored, in his stylistically exquisite poems and stories, to show us the way to rise out of this slough. He 
shouts to all of us … 'advance, mount higher, conquer yourself!' For to be human is to suffer an incurable 
duality, to be drawn toward both good and evil. And we can achieve harmony and peace only when we have 
killed the selfishness within us. This is Hesse’s message to the people of a ravaged age…."  What messages do 
Hesse's writings have for us in our ravaged age? 
 

Hesse's novel, Siddhartha, tells the story of a Brahmin’s son who explores intellectualism, aestheticism, 
discipleship, lust, wealth, and human connections as he seeks to overcome selfishness and find deep 
and lasting satisfaction and enlightenment. We will read this novel together and discuss—drawing 
on Siddhartha and Hesse—the roles these topics play in our modern lives as we seek to be people of 
faith exploring the ambiguities of modern life and discerning the responsibilities and opportunities to 
which God calls us in each new day. 
 

This reading group will meet via “Zoom” for four Wednesday evenings from June 24 through July 
15, 7:00-8:00.  A reading schedule, links to free online versions (text or audio) and Zoom access 
information will be provided to those who register in advance.  All are welcome!  Invite a friend. 
Sign up online here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BACA72BA1F85-online or contact 
Amy Penington in the church office (ipc@immanuelwi.org or 414-276-4757). 

 

LIFE TOGETHER 
 

Sunday virtual coffee hours at 11:15 
 

Caring for one another through personal contacts and prayer 
Invitations to share your concerns are emailed each week, alphabetically by last names. 

This is a difficult time.  If you need an ear, a shoulder, or a prayer 
you need not wait for your email to reach out to one of the pastors. 

Miss that friend in the pew? Send a note, make a call, stay connected.  
Deacons stay in touch with their “senior partners” on a regular basis.  

 

“Conversations from the Porch” 
We’re reviving a summer favorite that got too big for our Parish House porch 

but will fit into a “Zoom room”! 
Selected topics of interest, details forthcoming 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
The church office will be staffed from 8:30-4:00, Monday through Friday. 

Deliveries and “appointments only” until further notice.  Contact by phone (414-276-4757) or email: 
Sarah Campbell finance@immanuelwi.org   Amy Penington ipc@immanuelwi.org  


